WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
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1. A method for shipping goods, wherein the method comprises: 

receiving a request to ship aiyitem from an origination to a final destination; 

searching a database for a/ most inexpensive routing, wherein the most inexpensive 

routing includes using two or more different shipping companies and one or more 

intermediate destinations; 
generating a data file comprising at least the following: 

intermediate destination information, and 

final destination information; and 
storing the data file in a/memory device that accompanies the item. 
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2. yhe method as recited in claim 1, wherein the memory device is configured to allow 
15 tne data file to be updated at one or more of the intermediate destinations. 

3. The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising packing the item in a container 
for snipping, wherein the container is configured to fit with multiple other containers 
in a caVier. 

/V2/4. The method as rec^fed in claim 2, further comprising forwarding copies of at least a 
I portion of the data file via a network to one or more of the parties involved in the 
shipping, wherein the parties include at least an originator of the request to ship the 
item, a recipient of the item at the final destination, and two or more shipping 
25 companies. 



5. The method as recited in claim 4, further comprising forwarding copies of the data 
file via the network to one or more predetermined email addresses. 
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server. 



6. The method as recit^cpm claim 2, further comprising forwarding a copy of the data 
file via a network m^Bcentral 

As/ i 

[ 7. The method as recited in claim 2, further comprising shipping the item using the least 
5 expensive routing 
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8. The method as Recited in claim 2, further comprising: 
packing the item in/a container; 

inserting the container in a first carrier with a first set of additional containers bound for a 

first of thef one or more intermediate destinations; and 
shipping the first/carrier to the first intermediate destination. 



9\ The method as recited in claim 8, further comprising: 
recerVing the carrier at the first intermediate destination; 
15 removiWg the container from the carrier; 

inserting\he container into a different carrier with a second set of additional containers 

bound for a second intermediate destination or the final destination; and 
shipping the sacond carrier to the second intermediate destination or the final destination. 

20 y 10. The method as recited in claim/ 2, wherein the data file further comprises contact 
information for one or more shipping companies that will handle the item. 

11. The method as recited in claim 2, further comprising storing the data file on a server 
connected to a network, wherein the server provides access to the data file via the 
25 network. 



12. The method as recited in clpim 2, wherein the data file further comprises item weight 
information. 
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13. The method as recited in claim 2, wherein the data file further comprises item 
handling information. 

14. The method as recited iji claim 2, wherein the data file further comprises item content 
5 information. 



15. The method as recited 
information. 

10 16. The method as recited 
digital images of the ite 
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in claim 2, wherein the data file further comprises payment 



in claim 2, wherein the data file further includes one or more 
m before, during, or after shipping. 



17. The method as recited in claim 2, wherein the data file further includes one or more 
digital images of the item showing the physical condition of the item upon receipt at 
one or more intermediate destinations. 

18. The method as recited in claim 2, wherein the memory device further comprises a 
temperature sensor, wherein the temperature sensor is configured to periodically 
measure and store temperature readings in the data file. 

19. The method as recited in claim 2, wherein the memory device further comprises a 
humidity sensor, wherein the physical humidity sensor is configured to periodically 
measure and store humidity readings in the data file. 



25 20. The method as reci :ed in claim 2, wherein the memory device further comprises an 
environmental sensor, wherein the environmental sensor is configured to periodically 
measure and store in the data file information about one or more environmental 
factors that the item experiences during shipment. 

V 



Atty. Dkt. No.: 5596-00400 



Page 32 



Conley, Rose & Tayon, PC. 



* 



21. The method as recited m claim 2, wherein the memory device further comprises a 
vibration sensor, wherein the vibration sensor is configured to record any vibrations 
greater than a preprogrammed threshold in the data file. 

22. The method as recited in claim 2, wherein the memory device is coupled to a wire- 
less communications device. 
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23. The method as reated in claim 2, further comprising: 

detecting one or more obstacles to on-time delivery of the item, searching the database 

for a new least expensive routing that avoids the obstacles; and 
updating the data file to reflect the new least expensive routing. 



15 



20 



25 



24. A method for shipping goods, wherein the method comprises: 
receiving a request to ship an item from an origination to a final destination; 
soliciting quotations for shipping the item by transmitting a request for quotation via a 
network; 

[for quotation via the network; 

'item based on the responses, wherein the shipping route 



yequje 
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receiving responses to th^ 
selecting a shipping roiftey 

comprises onaor more intermediate destinations; 
confirming the selected snippingV^e via the network; 
generating a data fil^cpiprising at least the following: 

a unique item identifier, 

origination information, 

intermediate destination information, and 

final destination information; and 
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storing the data file in a memory device that accompanies the item, wherein the memory 
device is configured to allow the data file to be updated at one or more of the 
intermediate destinations. 

25. The method as reqjfejd in cla!im 24, further comprising forwarding copies of at least a 
portion of the d^ta fpe yia jfhe network to one or more of the parties involved in the 
shipping, wherfein ttte pjbtifes include at least an originator of the request to ship the 



item, a recipient qff 
companies 




e item at the final destination, and two or more shipping 



26. The method as rec ted iA claim 24, further comprising forwarding copies of the data 
file via the network to oneoTTnbre predetermined email addresses. 

27. The method as rec ited in claim 24, further comprising forwarding a copy of the data 
file via the netwojk to a central server. 

28. The method as meifed in claim 27, further comprising updating the data file on the 
central server to reflect the item's arrival at one or more of the intermediate 
destinations. 

29. The method as recited in c\dim 24, wherein the data file further comprises contact 
information for one or more/shipping companies that will handle the item. 



30. The method as recite* 
connected to the n 
network. 



'in 



worK 



aim (24, further comprising storing the data file on a server 
wherein the server provides access to the data file via the 



31. The method as /reczit^d in claim 24, wherein the data file further comprises item 
weight information. 
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32. The method as recitep in claim 24, wherein the data file further comprises item 
handling information. 

33. The method as recited in claim 24, wherein the data file further comprises item 
content information. 



34. The method as recited 
information. 



35. The method as/recited 
digital image^ of the 

36. The method 
digital imagefc 
one or more interm 




24, wherein the data file further comprises payment 



im 24, wherein the data file further includes one or more 
sf ore shipping. 

claim 24, wherein the data file further includes one or more 
m showing the physical condition of the item upon receipt at 
destinations. 



37. The method as recitec in claim 24, wherein the memory device further comprises a 
temperature sensor, wherein the temperature sensor is configured to periodically 
measure and store temperature readings in the data file. 



38. he method as recitec 
humidity sensor, 
measure and store 



in claim 24, wherein the memory device further comprises a 
wheirein the physical humidity sensor is configured to periodically 
huinidity readings in the data file. 



39. The method as recite 
environmental sensor 
store in the data fi 



in claim 24, wherein the memory device further comprises an 
wherein the environmental sensor is configured to measure and 
e information about one or more environmental conditions 
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expenei 
thresh 

40. Thd mei 



greater t 



ced by the item during shipment that exceed one or more predetermined 



lod as recited in claim 24, wherein the memory device further comprises a 



vibration seiTSor, wherein the vibration sensor is configured to record any vibrations 



lan a preprogrammed threshold in the data file. 



41. The method as recited/in claim 24, wherein the memory device is a flash memory 
device. 

42. The method as rented in claim 24, wherein the memory device is a CD-RW. 



43. The method as recit6ctfifi cla 
less communication^ device. 



24, wherein the memory device is coupled to a wire- 



&7 

fell 44. The method as recited in claim 24, wherein the responses include price information 
' and delivery time information. 



45. The method as recited in claim 24, further comprising: 
20 detecting one or more obstacles to on-time delivery of the item, soliciting new quotations 
for shipping the /item from one of the intermediate locations to the final 
destination by transmitting a supplemental request for quotation via the network; 
receiving additional responses to the supplemental request for quotation via the network; 
selecting an alternate snipping route for the item based on the additional responses; and 
25 confirming the selectee! alternate shipping route via the network. 



46. The methocnas recited in claim 45, wherein the obstacles include travel advisories for 
one or more \f the intermediate locations. 



Atty. Dkt. No.: 5596-00400 



Page 36 



Conley, Rose & Tayon, P C 



# 



47. The n^thod as recited in claim 45, wherein the obstacles include shipping backlogs. 

48. The method as recit^di/rclaim 45, further comprising updating the data file to reflect 
the selected altem#<^hiepwT£ routing. 

49. The method as recited fn claim 24, further comprising updating the data file on the 
server to reflect the item's arrival at the final destination. 



50. A computer program! embodied on a computer-readable medium, wherein the 

computer program is configured to: 
receive a shipping request for an item to be shipped from an origination to a final 

destination; 
search a database of shipping information; 

selecting a shipping routjb for the item based on the responses, wherein the shipping route 
comprises one of more intermediate destinations and uses two or more different 
shipping companies; 
confirm the selected shipping route via a network; 
generate a data file comprising at least the following: 
a unique item identifier, 
origination information, 
intermediate destination information, and 
final destination information; and 

a memory device that accompanies the item, wherein the memory 
igured to allow the data file to be updated at one or more of the 
estinations. 



store the data file in 
device is cor 
intermediate 



51. The computer 
database by send 



program of claim 50, further comprising maintaining and updating the 
ng requests for quotes using the network. 
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52. A computer program embodied on a computer-readable medium, wherein the 

computer program is configured to: 
search a database of shipping information for an item to be shipped from an origination to 

a final destination; /l\ 
select a shipping route for/ the/item based on data from the database search, wherein the 

shipping rout^comprises one or more intermediate destinations; 
generating a data file comprising at least the following: 

a unique it^pancfentifier, 

intermediate destination information, and 

final destination information; and 
storing the data file in a storage device that accompanies the item, wherein the storage 
device is configuredfto allow the data file to be updated at each intermediate destination. 
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